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 The Good Old Days - 1847 

Over 167 years ago, the Borough of Pottsville was still quite primitive.  Pottsville was positioned in a basin where it 

was sheltered by the surrounding mountains.  It was close to the Schuylkill River which provided good water for 

drinking, fishing, and a navigable waterway for small boats and canoes. Trails and dirt roads followed the river 

through the mountains. Transportation was on horseback and horse drawn carriages and stage coaches over the dirt 

roads and trails. Just about everyone owned guns for protection from Indians and wild animals such as bear, bobcat, 

and wolf, and to hunt food like deer, wild turkey, rabbits, pheasants, grouse, opossum and just about any other wild 

game that was editable and could be hunted with a gun or bow and arrow or trapped.  Other mandatory stock require-

ments were the goats and cows for milk and the chickens for meat and eggs. Farms that provided the grains and corn 

were outside the borough limits for ease in plowing flatter land. Because of the water and trails, the major growth of 

the borough was along Centre Street, Mahantongo Street, and Market Street. The housing was log cabins mostly with 

dirt or wooden floors where several families lived. Eventually they were developed into bigger framed wood homes 

with plastered walls, many of which used coal dust in the mixture. Of course the water was well water or spring wa-

ter from the mountainside and the bathrooms were out-houses.  A hot bath was once a week or maybe every two 

weeks or so in a big metal tub with the water heated on a coal or wood stove, or during the summer months, a quick 

dip in the nearby river did the same job, especially for the children. There weren’t any pharmacies, and doctors and 

dentists were few, so families learned what types of herbs and flowers to grow or find to make polices for cuts, burns, 

tooth aches, etc.  And for a major cut requiring stitches, there was the good old sewing box with thread and needles.   

 

Based on our modern day lifestyle, it is hard to think of 1847 as the ‘good old days’. However, as one walks through 

the Charles Baber Cemetery today along the grassy or gravel paths, it is quite easy to visualize how it may been back 

in 1847.  The date of 1847 was picked for this article, because that was the year that Trinity Protestant Episcopal 

Church needed a cemetery for burial purposes. They had outgrown the small cemetery behind and along side the 

church.  And so they purchased the acres outside the borough’s developed area which basically ended at Wood St. 

(now known as Twelfth St.).  The acreage was hilly and was accessible from Market Street via an easement across 

two proposed streets (one of which was to be called Lyon Street) that was plotted for homes. The easier access was 

from a dirt road called the Old Minersville Road (Arch St.). It was along this road that the People’s Railway would 

be built which was a horse drawn trolley car on wheels that ran from Wood St. (12th St.) to Minersville. In the 1860s, 

Charles Baber, an industrialist living in Pottsville, purchased two large tracts adjoining the church’s cemetery, and 

began building his gothic chapel, the long stone wall, a stone home, a care takers cottage, and a carriage house. The 

land acquisition contained a large body of water or reservoir often referred to as a lake. The lake was a magnet for 

wild animals needing water, and for humans, it became a recreational area for boating, fishing, and picnicking. 

 

What remains in tact from 167 years ago, are  the buildings, walking paths, and trees. Many old trees remain like the 

White Oak, Eastern White Pine, Sugar Maple, Sycamore Maple, Norway Spruce, American Beach, Copper Beech, 

Pin Oak, and Ash. There are additions from the early 1900s like the London Planetree, Japanese Maple, Ginkgo, 

Magnolia, Siberian Elm, Japanese Larch, and Cryptomeria. There are new varieties of trees from our Arbor Day tree 

planting program like the European Hornbeam, Swamp White Oak, Eastern Red Cedar, Dawn Redwood, ‘Sunset’ 

Red Maple, Callery Pear, and American Sweetgum. The new trees are more hardy against insect blight, wet soil 

around the pond, and salt based road cover on Market Street. Today we can enjoy a touch of nature (without the 

wolves, bears, and bobcats), at the Charles Baber Cemetery the way it was 167 years ago and yet be surrounded with 

the creature comforts that we have be become accustomed to. Come visit and walk the 167 year old paths, but stop to 

bask in nature’s radiance and create your own memories of “the good old days”. 

 



Chocked full of stuff—visit our website: www.babercemetery.org 

‘Red Sunset’ Red Maples and Japanese Maples 
 

The cemetery is filled with a wide variety of trees which makes it is difficult to select one special specie to highlight 

in our issues. However, after closing out another spectacular fall season, the ’Red Sunset’ Red Maple and the Japanese 

Maples were selected because of their brilliant crimson and burgundy colors.  The “Red Sunsets’ are one of the newer 

Arbor Day additions planted in 2003-2007.  The Japanese Maple may have been planted in the early or mid 1900s 

with only 2 planted as special plantings in 2003 and 2005. The Baber Cemetery has the largest concentration of Red 

Maples per acre than anywhere else in the state of Pennsylvania. These magnificent trees are only a small sample of 

what the cemetery prop-

erty has to offer, and 

their pictures do not do 

them justice.  For a full 

appreciation, stop and 

visit for an up close and 

personal touch. 

[Descriptions and details 

about these trees can be 

found on the website 

(babercemetery. org) 

under the “Tree” link.] 



Celebrate Arbor Day @ Baber Cemetery -Fri. April 25 
 

Valentine’s day, Mother’s and Father’s Day, and Grandparent’s Day, was created to celebrate life and to remember the 

importance of someone special and all the things that special person has done or provided for us. And so it is with Arbor 

Day. That day was created to remind us of the importance of trees in our life.  Trees clean the air, conserve topsoil, pro-

tect water supplies, slow global warming, and absorb carbon dioxide. They provide fruit and nuts for food, materials for 

building, paper for all uses, and habitats for millions of species that are integral to our ecosystem. Celebrated the last 

Friday in April in Pennsylvania, they remind us to prune, feed, maintain, protect, and preserve our trees.   

 

Arbor Day has become a very important event, celebrating 15 years, at the Charles Baber Cemetery. On Arbor Day, 10 

new trees are planted on the property and blessed at a special 2:00 PM service. Each tree is offered for sponsorship at 

$400 per tree.  While the tree may cost on an average of $60-$70 per tree, the remainder of the money is used to cut and 

remove dead or diseased trees. The cutting and removal of one very large tree can average $1800-$2300 depending on 

the tree’s location, and its height and width. If we are fortunate to have all 10 trees sponsored for a total receipt of 

$4,000, then we may be able to cut and remove 2 trees and to prune the dead limbs on other trees.  The committee pro-

actively identifies dead and diseased trees, because if they are left unattended, they can fall, as they have done in the 

past, and damage neighboring property or memorial markers.          

 

Our tree plantings this year are unusual in that the proposed planting plan of Swamp White Oak on the east side of the 

pond will be done next year after the pond restoration project is complete.  Instead the ten trees to be planted will be 

placed throughout the property and will vary depending on location.  One of the primarily trees that is being sought for 

planting this year is a European Copper Beech to replace the one removed a year ago inside the main entrance.  It was 

the only European Copper Beech in the cemetery.  It will be more expensive to purchase because they aren’t readily 

available at most nurseries.  Other trees to be planted will be Dogwoods, and perhaps some ‘Red Sunset’ Red Maples.    

The sponsored trees can be given as memorials or in thanksgiving for someone or something.  

 

On Arbor Day, we hold a special service, open to the public and 

free, with representation from the Forestry Service, the Shade Tree 

Comm., members from Pottsville City Council, and with school 

students reading poems and essays about trees. Trinity Episcopal’s 

rector blesses each memorial or thanksgiving tree. At the time of 

the blessing, a memorial sign is placed at the tree and later the me-

morial name is transferred to a wooden leaf attached to a wooden 

tree placed on the wall in the east gatehouse at the cemetery en-

trance.   Anyone can sponsor a memorial tree or give a tree of 

thanksgiving. We are in need of sponsors for the trees. You can 

sponsor a tree by completing and returning the form below to the 

office (200 S. Second St., Pottsville 17901) along with your $400 

check.  Based on current economic conditions, we are flexible with our tree sponsorship and will accept $100 down and 

6 monthly payments of $50. Call the office to discuss a payment plan.  Please sponsor a tree if you can. If you cannot, 

come join us at 2:00 PM on Arbor Day, Friday, April 25th  and enjoy the day. It is a beautiful ceremony and is open 

and free to the public.  

================================================================================ 

2014 Arbor Day Replacement Trees   -  $400 Sponsorship 

 
Name:______________________________________________  Phone: _______________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in memory of :________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in thanksgiving for :____________________________________________________________________ 

Payment Plan:                 $______ Payment in full      or   _______ $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50                                                



FAMILY PLOTS 

 
In the 1800s and the 1900s, many of the burial plots purchased at the Charles Baber Cemetery were large plots of  

several generations. The type of plot varied from family to family and from one century to the next.  The family plots 

of the 1800s and early 1900s tended to have iron rail fencing (Graeff) or short stone or con-

crete walls enclosing the plot. Once the  family plot was enclosed, the formation of the me-

morial markers were of  two types: the patriarchs, like Baber (1885) and Yuengling (1872), 

with plots at the main entrance, had a large obelisk in the center with their name on it and all 

other family members had smaller markers. The smaller markers can vary in size and style or 

they can be the same size and shape. The second type has a large ornate obelisk or monolith 

in the center of the plot and all family members have the same memorial marker like the 

Donaldson (1872)  plot also at the main entrance.   

                

 

By the mid and late 1900s the family plots, while still prevalent, tended not to be 

fenced or boxed in. They were of two types. Each type contained a large block, pedes-

tal, or eclectic central monument bearing the family name with the individual markers, 

either similar or varying in size and style, centered, squared off or lined up in rows 

around the central monument. The Luther (eclectic monument) and the Kear (block 

monument) have the central monument with the family name and the individual markers lined up on the sides. Kear 

has added a flair with hostas in a center pedestal and with matching hostas in front of each marker. The second type 

of family plot contains a central pedestal or eclectic memorial marker with the individual names scripted into the cen-

tral monument like Bright (pedestal) and Thompson (eclectic). Some plots have individual markers with a first name 

or no name around the central marker, while others contain no individual 

markers, just the central memorial marker with all the names on it.  

 

Large family plots are 

not as prevalent today, 

most likely because the 

grown children tend to 

no longer remain within 

the state or county of 

their birth; and because 

cremations replace the 

need for in-ground buri-

als and offer other 

choices for the disposi-

tion of one’s ashes, such 

columbarium niches.  



POND RESTORATION PROJECT 

 
The pond project, informally presented in last year’s Gatehouse Views, and recently in Trinity Church’s newsletter 

and in the Republican –Herald newspaper, was met with resistance and scrutiny from the Pottsville Sewer Authority, 

because full replacement of the drains and gutters, and widening of the pond along with a rebuilt spillway could con-

ceptually (according to the Sewer Authority) increase the water flow into the city’s storm water system. Through 

various meetings with our engineers, the pond project committee, the City of Pottsville, and the Sewer Authority, the 

plan has now been revised to a manageable two phase project which is acceptable to all parties involved.     

 

Phase I  
Phase I addresses three different locations: (1) the Sixteenth Street entrance, (2) the pond, and (3) the drains.  

(1) The 16th Street entrance will be done first.  It currently is receiving the most water onto the property from both 

West End Ave. and 16th Street.  The water is entering our property through three different sources—it runs 

straight down West End Ave. across 16th St. and down our road; coming down the 16th St., hill, it runs across the 

neighbor’s driveway, and then dumps into the corner of our property; and it comes down the 16th St. hill and 

down West End Ave, overruns the city’s drains, jumps the tiny curbing and runs down our road. WJP Engineer-

ing has proposed (a) constructing high curbs slanted toward the street, (b) elevate the road entrance with a small 

type of speed bump and then grade it downward onto our property so cars don't bottom out, and (c) build a wall to 

the neighbors property to divert the driveway water runoff back onto the street and sidewalk toward the city’s 

storm sewers.  This phase is estimated at $16,000. 

(2) The second part which can be done at the same time or shortly after the 16th St. work, will be to clean out the 

pond and slightly grade it to allow easier access when lawn mowing.  The pond will not be deepened or widened 

nor will a spillway or control gate be built.  The water flowing into and out of the pond will remain as it is.  The 

cost is estimated at $5,000. Aquatic plants will be placed in and around the bottom of the pond.  

(3) The third part of the project, which will be done gradually and individually over the summer months will be to 

perform maintenance work on the drains.  This will include cleaning out the drains, unclogging them, and placing 

new grating over the tops.  There are many drains throughout the cemetery with the most urgent need on the main 

road coming in from 16th Street, and across from the pond. The cost of maintenance on each drain will vary de-

pending on the size of the drain, the location, the amount of work that must be done, and the size of the replace-

ment grate.  Small drains with minimum repairs can be $900, while large drains with concrete repairs and grates 

could be $1200 or higher. The estimated maintenance cost of 12-14 drains is $16,000. 

(4) Engineering costs are estimated at $6,000 with $2,500 already paid by a committee member.     

The total estimated project costs will be $43,000, and with a 20% contingency added, it will be $51,600. 
 

Phase II 

Phase II will not occur until we have raised sufficient funds and after Phase I is complete.  Phase II will encompass 

grading the road to the north of the pond (that is the road that gets continually gutted from water runoff, building a 

small catch basin by the side of the road, grading a trench along the one side of the road and diverting the water into a 

retention basin near the fence line by the little league field which is where Arch Street ended at one time. Project 

costs have not been determined on this phase. This phase will not occur until 2015.  

 

We are in need of your financial help on Phase I. Any charitable contribution (we are a non-profit) is greatly appreci-

ated.  The work will not be started in each area until sufficient funds are raised to complete that area.  We will seek 

financial support from the community as well via newspaper coverage in March-April. Please help us if you can.   

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Charles Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust  - Pond Restoration Project 
Name:____________________________________________________       Phone: ______________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Donation Amount $_________ Payment method: Lump sum__   Monthly__ Weekly__ Quarterly__ Other ____ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Charles Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust, 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901. 



Charles Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust of Pottsville, Pennsylvania 
 

Just a  reminder that the cemetery is now a non-profit organization and that any contributions or donations to the 

Charles Baber Preservation Trust are considerate charitable donations, providing no goods or services were ren-

dered in exchange for the donation.   
 

The Board members are:  Carol Field, John Giansello, Norm Kauffman, Kurt Kovalovich, Joe Orlowsky, and J. R. 

Zane. Trinity’s rector, the Rev. James Rinehart is the chairperson. The Honorable Mayor John Reiley has just va-

cated his position on the board. We are hopeful that the new mayor, James Muldowney will take his place.  There 

are 4 committees: Finance, Activities and Functions, Master Plan, and a new Pond Restoration Committee. If any-

one is interested in helping on any of these committees, please call the office @570-622-8720.  

BURIAL PLOTS AND COLUMBARIUM NICHES 

 

The Charles Baber Cemetery has burial plots available for sale 

throughout its twenty acres, and cremation niches in an in-ground 

bronze columbarium built on both sides of the entrance to the stately 

Gothic chapel. The Gothic chapel, called the Chapel of the Resurrec-

tion, is available for burial services. With a plot burial, there are no 

restrictions on the size or shape of the memorial marker as long as it 

stays within the confines of the plot size. Because of this, your loved 

one’s memorial marker can be easily found in the snows of winter or 

among the fallen leaves. The columbarium, with a backdrop of pur-

ple azalea, is bordered on two sides with a flower bed with spring-

time red tulips, and summer time green and white stripped hostas. 

The fallen red, orange, and yellow leaves provide seasonal coloring 

followed by the pure white dress of winter.  

 

Taking a walk along the paths, regardless of the season, can be a 

spiritual occurrence that refreshes, soothes, and comforts. The touch 

of God’s hand is evident in the beauty of nature that surrounds you. 

Take the time for a leisurely walk, or sit under the shade of a tree or 

on the bench outside the chapel by the columbarium.  For more in-

formation about in-ground plots or columbarium niches call (570-

622-8720) or visit our office at 200 S. Second Street, Pottsville, PA 

17901   

$25 Maintenance Donations 
 

Bob and Tom, the cemetery laborers, and Randy, the part 

time supervisor and church sexton, work hard year around 

in keeping the grass mowed, the fallen leaves raked and 

vacuumed, the walks shoved from the snow, the structures 

repaired, and the equipment serviced. To help offset the 

labor cost for ground maintenance and equipment upkeep, 

an annual donation of $25 per plot is requested. We are 

grateful to all plot holders who send in the maintenance 

donation and thankful to those who send in a little extra 

beyond the normal donation requested.  
 

Baber Day  - Sunday, September 7th 

 

Walking Tours  3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Bake Sale—All Afternoon 

Band Concert   4:00 – 6:00 PM 

Picnic 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Evensong Service 6:00 PM 

 

Small basket raffle with the proceeds to be 

used to benefit the pond restoration project. 

Memorial Day 

 

The Thursday before Memorial Day, the 5th 

and 6th grade students from the Clark Ele-

mentary School come to the cemetery to 

replace all the Veteran’s flags with new 

ones.   

 

A brief prayer service is held, taps are 

played by the Joint Veteran’s Association, 

and a 21 gun salute is performed.  It is both 

a joyful day with the jubilation of children 

as they seek to find the old worn flags, and 

a solemn occasion as we remember those 

who have served our country to keep it free. 



A LASTING LEGACY 

 
The primary goal of the cemetery’s board is to maintain the grounds of the Charles Baber Cemetery for burial 

purposes, to preserve buildings and memorial markers for historic value, and to protect and replace the trees for 

natural and environmental purposes. While the board carefully manages its expenses to remain within its 

$100,000 annual budget, the source of income varies greatly. Some of the income comes from a request letter 

asking for a donation of $25 per plot for ground care and maintenance ($12,000);  the Arbor Day planting of 10 

sponsored trees at $400 per tree ($4,000) covers the expense of cutting or pruning dead trees and limbs; some 

money comes from charitable trusts and donations from friends of the cemetery ($10,000); some comes from the 

income of the endowment with the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation ($12,000); some comes from plot 

and columbarium niche sales ($3,000); and the shortfall or greatest chunk comes from an investment account. 

Besides preserving and protecting the cemetery and its trees and buildings, a second, and just important goal, is 

to increase both the investment account and the endowment account.  Both of these accounts can be increased 

through charitable contributions and bequests.  

 

The cemetery was blessed in 2006 with a generous bequest of $161,000 from the Kathryn Speacht estate.  That 

endowment, managed through the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation has increased to $204,000 from the 

basket and gift card raffle sales from Baber Day, from the proceeds from Andrew Matta’s Book of Remem-

brance, and from annual gifts from friends of the cemetery. In the fall of 2012, the Baber Cemetery was blessed 

a second time with a generous endowment gift of $100,000 also placed with the Schuylkill Area Comm. Founda-

tion. Together, the two endowments will increase the annual income from $8,000 to $12,000. [With an endow-

ment, the principal can not be touched only the interest income is given to the cemetery.] And as we write this 

newsletter, the cemetery may receive endowment money through the Comoloquoy Trust (managed through a 

bank) which is too small for the bank to profitable manage the trust. This endowment, if received, will also be 

placed with the Sch. Area. Comm. Found. It will help increase the annual income to the cemetery.  

 

Gifts like this to the endowment account, which then increases the amount of interest income paid to the ceme-

tery, are essential if we hope to reduce the amount of money withdrawn from the investment account.  The in-

vestment account is carefully managed by the board.  All attempts are made to keep the withdrawals less than or 

equal to the dividend and interest income and market value appreciation of the securities. This is a tough jug-

gling act because the market can fluctuate widely from quarter to quarter.  

 

The combination of increasing charitable donations to both the endowment account and the investment account 

is a perfect blend to allow the cemetery to continue to operate effectively and efficiently within its budget which 

in turn enables the cemetery and its 20+ acres of grassy wooded land to be preserved and protected for future 

generations of community residents to use and enjoy.   

 

If you wish to help support this beautiful garden cemetery, your charitable contributions can be mailed directly to 

the Sch. Area Community Foundation for the Charles Baber Cemetery, 216 S. Centre St., Pottsville, PA  17901 

(570-624-7223) or to the office at 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA  17901 and earmarked for the “endowment 

account” or for the “investment account”.  Or like Kathryn Speacht, you can also remember the Charles Baber 

Cemetery in your will with a bequest of your funds to the cemetery’s endowment or investment accounts. Contri-

butions can also be made in many other ways –through a restricted annuity\IRA, stock, bonds, or even through a 

life insurance policy.   Your thoughtfulness through donations to the Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust are ap-

preciated for their use in the current operating budget and through the endowment for the future of this magnifi-

cent property. Thank you! [Please remember, as a non-profit, donations are charitable contributions.] 

Book of Remembrance 
Andrew Matta’s Book of Remembrance, a genealogical and historical view of the Baber Cemetery, is still avail-

able for sale at the office (570-622-8720) for $21.95 if picked-up, or $29.00 if mailed.  The proceeds are placed 

in the cemetery’s endowment account with the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation. 
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Mark Your Calendars — Everyone Invited! 

(1) Arbor Day tree planting  - Friday, April 25th  - 2:00 PM 

(2) Flag replacement service by the elementary school children and the  

         Veterans’ Assoc.  Thursday before Memorial Day –11:30 AM  

(3) The Annual Baber Day Picnic—September 7th – Beginning 3:00 PM 

        Music, food, bake sale, nature and historic walking tour, and an Even- 

          song service 

(4) Visit our website:  www.babercemetery.org  

 

 ——————————————————— 
Burial Lots For Sale 

 

Cremation Niches Available 

 

For Information call the office 

 

(570) 622-8720 

——————————————————— 
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