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PLOGGING ALONG
Many countries think that the United States is a wasteful nation. Americans discard millions of tons of garbage, trash,
and waste materials each year. While we, Americans, have learned how to recycle some things like plastic and metal
and paper, the majority of our trash is dumped in landfills because our county or town may not have recycling facilities or because some of us are too lazy to separate our garbage from our recyclables. And sadly, in some counties in
Pennsylvania, because of the many abandon stripping mines, furniture, appliances, used tires, computers, TVs and
other junk that our garbage collectors won’t pick up, get dumped in the stripping holes or sometimes along side the
road in less traveled areas. We eat our French fries, hamburgers and soda from fast rood restaurants and then put
down our car window to throw the bag with the empty containers along side the road. We climb and hike trails and
kayak and canoe rivers, and walk sandy beaches and discard our empty snack bags, plastic bottles, candy wrappers,
plastic bags, and even used baby diapers along whatever route we are on, simply because we don’t have a nearby
trash can or don’t want to put the trash back into our car, or backpack, or canoe or to drag it along until we find a
trash can. And our newest trash items are now plastic gloves and face masks. They can be found laying on sidewalks,
roadsides, ditches, shopping center parking lots, and even on people’s lawns.
There are tons of garbage polluting our oceans, rivers, stripping holes, country sides, forests, and mountains. And so
much of this, particularly plastics, nettings, broken glass, and snack wrappers get caught in the throats and digestive
systems of wildlife and ocean mammals and kill them. If we don’t directly see what happens with our discarded garbage, we disclaim any responsibility or ownership for the death of that animal or mammal. But the good news is that
the younger generations in some countries are taking on the responsibility of cleaning up the environment. That is
how “plogging” came to be.
Plogging, originating in Sweden, is a combination of two words– jogging and plouck upp which means “to pick up”.
It started with joggers picking up trash quickly as they jogged along trails and paths. While originating in Sweden, it
quickly expanded to the United Kingdom, and finally hopped across the ocean for an introduction into the U.S. The
concept evolved to include everyone, everywhere, anytime. Simply pick up the litter and trash you see laying
around. The basic tools and gear needed are a pair of gloves and a trash bag. Plogging is very inclusive and stretches
across all ages, although it is much easier for the younger generation to bend over to pick up the trash. It is trendy,
environmentally rewarding, and gives one a sense of accomplishment and contribution to the world at large. It can
be done alone or in groups. Some groups actually compete to see who gets the most trash or the most unusual item.
And then there are blogs and Facebook postings, especially if you have to run to catch a wind blown cup or climb a
tree to snag a plastic bag caught on a limb. To many it provides additional exercise, clears the mind, promotes socializing with other people, and adds variety to a normal routine.
Here at the Charles Baber Cemetery, there is always trash to pick up. Trash is created in several groupings—along
the Market Street wall after a windy trash pick up day; along the hillside path going up to the Middle School; and
throughout the property from the school children crossing the property and from dog walkers who lose their doggie
pick up trash bags on a windy day.
My plogging occurs at the cemetery where my equipment includes a long grabber for trash pick up along Market
Street, and a long pole or tree branch to snag the plastic bottlers, cans, and snack bags imbedded in the thorny and
burr filled bushes on the Middle School hillside. When I first began picking up trash on Market Street, passers-by
thought I was a person out on work release who had to do public community service. That gave me a good laugh. My
favorite days of picking up trash are on holidays like July 4th, Memorial Day, Christmas or New Year’s day.
With family out of state and no place in particular to go and nothing in particular to do, picking up trash in the quietness, surrounded by the alluring trees and enticing memorial markers with the Chapel of the Resurrection sitting on
the hill watching over me, is very gratifying. Grab a pair of gloves and a trash bag and plog away!

Memorial Markings
Walking up and down the rows of thousands of memorial markers within a
cemetery can be very interesting and mentally exhilarating. Mental games
can be conceived by matching names and themes that can be biblical or that
can fit to make a story, Biblically we can find - Lord, Bible, Sunday,
Church, and At rest-In Jesus ( 2 markers combined).
“Lord”

“Sunday”

“Church”

“At rest in Jesus”

Bible verses, hymns, and other epitaphs are found on
markers from the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Gray –1878 (on right)- Hymn on both sides of obelisk-1 for wife, 1 for husband: “Nothing in my hands
I bring, Simply to thy cross I cling, Rock of Ages
Cleft for me, Let me hid myself in thee;” “I would
not live away, I ask not to stay. Where storm after
storm rises dark o’er the way.”
Farquhar (on left), reads “I’ll abide by the side of the
Schuylkill at the foot of the conglomerate heights
where the air bears the scent of the woodlands and the fragrant arbutus delights.”
Leo Lions Club Replaces Memorial Day Flags

Many thanks go to Terry Harvey, his wife, Diane, and the Lion’s Leo Youth Club who, for Memorial Day, were kind enough to take the time over two days to replace the 545+ worn flags on the Veteran’s graves. In the pre-Covid past, the Pottsville 4th grade school children would replace the flags
and then stay for a brief memorial service which included the Veterans Association playing taps and
performing the 21 gun salute.

Arbor Day Tree Planting—Fri. April 29
Arbor Day, celebrated the last Friday in April in PA, is a keen reminder of the importance of trees and our need to
prune, feed, maintain, protect, and preserve them. The replacement, protection, and survival of our trees was prominent
in the news this past year when so many forests were destroyed by the unprecedented frequency and acreage loss from
wild fires. This included the precious loss of many giant sequoia. Trees clean the air, sequester carbon, conserve topsoil,
protect water supplies, strengthen floodplains and riparian zones, and slow global warming. They provide fruit and nuts
for food, materials for building, paper for all uses, and habitats for millions of species that are integral to our ecosystem.
They are critical for the very breath we take. Arbor Day is celebrated each year at the Baber Cemetery with the purchase, planting, sponsorship, and blessing of 10 trees. Each tree is offered for sponsorship at $400 per tree. While the
tree may cost $120 per tree to purchase, the remainder of the money is used to cut and remove dead or diseased trees,
which depending on height, width, and location, can cost as much as $3,500-$5,000 per tree.
There were seven paid tree sponsors from our Covid cancelled 2020 Arbor Day planting, which were carried over into
2021. And by April 2021, we had an additional 9 sponsors, but were only able to acquire 12 trees. However, by the fall
of 2021,we were able to purchase 4 additional trees which were planted in October in conjunction with the St Francis
pet blessing service on October 2nd. Our spring planted trees were two kwanza cherries, one weeping willow, 5 red
bud, 3 bald cypress, and 1 red oak. Our 4 trees planted in the fall were 1 Kwanza cherry, 1 blue spruce, 1 tuliptree, and
1 Norway spruce. The spring blessing was done by The Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich. The fall
blessing was done by The Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich and Deacon Bruce Gowe.
The 2020-2021 spring Arbor Day sponsors were: (1) In Celebration of the Ordination of
Dr. Kurt K. Kovalovich, given by Carol S. Field; (2) In Loving Memory of Madeline
“Madge” Kerrigan by Joanne Barton and Gladys Fogarty; (3) In Loving Memory of Eileen
M. Goodwin given by Brad Goodwin and Family; (4) In Loving Memory of Donald and
Dorothy Speacht Schultz and the Speacht Family given by Deborah Schultz and Donna
Schultz Van Fleet; (5) In Thanksgiving for the Blessings in My Life given by Anne Horan;
(6) In Loving Memory of James, Nellie and Margaret Connor given by Peggy Moser; (7) In
Loving Memory of Vivian Irene Leknes given by Fred and Dona Brown; (8)) In Loving
Memory of Adam Kauffman given by Norm & Carla Kauffman and Family; (9) In Loving
Memory of Andrew & Lillian Kovalovich and Augusto & Maria Fracolossi Bridi given by
The Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich; (10) In Celebration of the Ordination of Dr. Kurt K. Kovalovich, given by A Friend; (11) In Thanksgiving and Love for Each Other given by the Honorable Joseph F. and Joanne McClosley; (12) In Loving memory of the Leonard H. Bierman Family
given by Daughter, Louise Harrison & Family. The four 2021 St Francis Day
fall tree sponsors were: (1) In Loving Memory of Edith C. Yuengling and F.
Dorman Yuengling given by Cricket Yuengling; (2) In Loving Memory of
George W. Glass given by Fred and Dona Brown; (3) In Loving Memory and in
Thanksgiving for My Aunts, Marian Miller and Lois Lowthert given by Bonne
Warner; (4) In Loving Memory of Emmeline Stone given by Carol S. Field and
Peggy Moser.
Anyone can sponsor a memorial tree or give a tree of thanksgiving. You
can sponsor a tree by completing and returning the form below to the office (200
S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901) along with your $400 check. We are flexible with our tree sponsorship and will accept $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50. Call the office (570-6228720) to discuss a payment plan. The Arbor Day service is a beautiful ceremony and is open and free to the public.
The service is at 2:00 PM on Arbor Day, Friday, April 29th .
================================================================================

2022 Arbor Day Replacement Trees - $400 Sponsorship

Name:______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Given in memory of :________________________________________________________________________
Given in thanksgiving for :____________________________________________________________________
Payment Plan:
______ $400 Payment in full or _______ $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50

FOOD PANTRY CABINET

Trinity Episcopal Church has many outreach programs with its newest program to provide a food pantry cabinet to the public. However, it was unable
to place the cabinet on Centre Street, so the cemetery property was selected
as a back up. The food pantry was built and donated by Jim and Barbara
Tokarz. It initially held boxed goods and canned goods; however, because of
the heat of the summer months, boxed goods proved not to be a viable option.
Canned goods of soups, meats, vegetables, and fruits work best. The food
pantry was blessed by the Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich at the 2021 Arbor Day

SCATTER GARDEN
The Scatter Garden, built by Tim Bortner for his Eagle Scout Award, was
blessed by The Rev. Kurt Kovalovich at the Arbor 2021 tree blessing service.
The purpose of a scatter garden is to disperse cremations ashes. Memorial
bricks are also available to commemorate the disposition of the ashes, or they
can just be purchased and placed as a memorial brick. The garden is 14’x14’ and
is divided into 4 sections with a white angel in the center of the garden. It is located in the lower level of the property and is a short distance from a meditation
area and a pond that abounds with wild flowers, birds, and butterflies in the
summer. Contact the office at 570-622-8720 for information for the purchase of memorial bricks and for the use of
the scatter garden.

Burial Plots & Columbarium Niches Available For Sale

The Charles Baber Cemetery has several hundred burial plots
available for sale throughout its twenty five acres. Walk the property, pick a spot, and either ask the cemetery workers about the plot
or call the office. Most of the plots are in the numbered sections
which are in the lower level. The plots are surrounded by reddish
dawn redwood trees with their soft fern-like leaves, sweet gum
with their star shaped leaves, hybrid elm with their branches pointing skyward to heaven, and sugar maples whose leaves turn golden
yellow with patches of dark orange in the fall. There are a few
plots in the historic (lettered) section in the upper level. For pricing, call the office. Payment plans can be arranged.

With a
plot burial, there are no restrictions on the size, shape, or
design of the memorial marker as long as it stays within the
confines of the plot size. Because of this, the customized
memorial marker can be designed and engraved with our
loved one’s favorite hobby, sport, or scene, and can include
their picture. This makes the grave site more personal and
comforting. And it can be easily found in the snows of winter.
The cemetery also has cremation niches in an in-ground
bronze columbarium built on both sides of the entrance to the stately
Gothic chapel. The Gothic chapel, called the Chapel of the Resurrection, is available for burial services. Four new sections have been
purchased and laid in place, but not aligned nor fastened down yet.
This will complete the two columbarium.

For more information about plots or columbarium niches call:
(570-622-8720) or visit our office, at the back of Trinity Episcopal
Church, 200 S. 2nd Street, Pottsville, PA 17901.

NEW PURCHASES
We had two major expenditures in 2020 of the Kubota tractor at $13,053.22 and a $6,000 Kubota zero radius riding
lawn mower. In 2021, we had another 2 major expenditures of new sections to complete our columbarium ($16,885)
and the mandatory replacement of each of our 2-275 gallon old and rusty oil tanks ($4,600). Additionally, we had to
replace our deceased snowblower ($1,418.07). We had one major snafu in adding 4 sections to the columbarium to
complete it. Two of the sections were the wrong sections when ordered in 2017. We were fortunate to have Bob Burns
($1,995) add 4” of concrete to each side of the middle section of the north columbarium and to cut the two outer walls
by 4”.

A Living Legacy

Many people, in fact over 900,000 in the U.S., have passed away in the past two and one-half years from complications
from the Coronavirus and its many evolving variants. There is so much uncertainty as to who may be next. Will it be a
friend, a neighbor, or a family member? And how sad if that person’s life passes quietly and is forgotten over time by
the next generation. Have you given any though of carrying on your memory and your name through not only the next
generation, but 50 or 100 years from now? This is possible by leaving a contribution or bequest to an endowment. The
Charles Baber Cemetery, which is now a Preservation Trust, was set up with this in mind. It allows contributors to donate to an endowment account managed by the Schuylkill Area Foundation for the sole purpose of providing an income to this garden park cemetery for many future generations to use and enjoy as a park, as a cemetery to bury and
visit deceased loved ones, and as a way to carry on your name and legacy.
The Charles Baber Preservation Trust, which consists of 25 acres of “green” park land situated in the heart of the city
of Pottsville, serves the duo purpose of being both a park and a burial ground. The Preservation Trust’s original endowment was created in 2006 through a bequest from Kathryn Speacht of $161,000. It has grown from donations from
friends of the cemetery, from bequests, from the proceeds of Andrew Matta’s Book of Remembrance, from Baber Day
basket raffles proceeds, and now from depositing a percentage of all plot sales. Several small trusts listing the cemetery
as one of the beneficiaries, formerly managed by Wells Fargo Bank, were rolled over in 2013 and 2014, into a second
endowment account. And a third endowment account of $100,000 was created a few years ago from a plot owner who
sadly passed away. The combined endowments generate $25,000 per year in income.
You can leave a legacy of remembrance by donating or bequeathing money to sustain this garden cemetery. It is one
way for your memory to live on and to perpetuate something beautiful and natural for future generations. Charitable
contributions can be mailed directly to the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation for the Charles Baber Cemetery,
216 S. Centre St., Pottsville, PA 17901 (570-624-7223). Or you can mail the form below along with your check to the
office at 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901. It will be forwarded to the Sch. Area Community Foundation.
—————————————————————————————————————————————
Contribution for the Endowment Account

Name:_____________________________________ Amount:______________

Phone:_______________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Plenty of Work to Do

Our two employees, Tom Dodds and Josh Goodwin, and a summer employee have their hands full all year long
with branch and limb debris clean up, mowing and weed whacking endless growing grass, leaf blowing fallen
leaves into piles along the paved roads, filling in and resetting sunken and fallen memorial markers, maintaining
the equipment, and cleaning out the drain basins. Shown below are Tom and Josh hard at work leaf blowing the
fallen leaves into huge piles along the side of the paved roads so the city truck can vacuum the leaves up, and
cleaning out the drain basins . Tom is snow blowing in the last picture.

Cemetery Part Time Workers Needed

We are in need of part time workers to assist our two full time employees in all the work tasks listed above. If you
know of anyone interested in being a part time worker, please call the office at 570-622-8720.
Flying Squirrel Seeks Refuge
The safety and security of the chapel basement brough refuge to a flying squirrel and her baby. She was seen running along the pipes in the ceiling of the
basement with her baby in her mouth. We left the door open for several days
after that in the hopes that she found her way out. We haven’t seen her since.
Dog Searches for
Flattened Dumpster Person
Tom had jokingly placed old worn
boots under the dumpster which is
aside of the storage shed\barn. The
dumpster gave the impression of
the house falling on the wicked
witch in the Wizard of Oz. One dog walker was taken aback when her
dog, Scar, began frantically digging under the dumpster to try to free
whomever he though was pinned under the dumpster. It still is giving
us a good laugh.

The Baber Cemetery has many things to entertain and distract its visitors. Most obvious are the trees, Gothic chapel,
long stone wall, Egyptian Revival Gatehouse entrance, and the many memorial markers. What goes unnoticed are
the wide selection of tiny mushrooms scattered throughout the property that begin appearing in July and August.
Each mushroom has its own character and design.

Maintenance Donations Letters
Our cemetery employees work hard year around in keeping
the grass mowed, the fallen leaves raked and vacuumed, the
walks shoveled from the snow, the structures repaired, and
the equipment serviced. They do an excellent job. Labor
costs are the largest portion of the cemetery’s $128,000
budget with equipment maintenance, utilities, insurance,
and supplies, like gas, being the second highest expense. In
February, the Preservation Trust Board sent out a donation
request letter asking all friends, plot\niche holders, parishioners of Trinity Episcopal Church, and anyone using the
property for walking, jogging, bicycling, etc. to please make
a charitable contribution to help offset the labor cost for
ground maintenance and equipment upkeep. If you walk the
property at any time, have a plot\niche, know someone who
is buried here, attend summer church services, or just appreciate an up-close touch with nature, please help us out by
making a charitable contribution.

Baber Day
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022
Walking Tours 3:00 –4:00 PM
Bake Sale - All Afternoon
Basket Raffle - All Afternoon
Band Concert

4:00 –6:00 PM

Picnic 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Evensong Service 6:00 PM
Rain Date: Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022
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2022 Calendar of Events
(1) February or March 2022 –Tree Pruning -Weather Dependent
(2) Ashes in a Flash anointing -Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, 9:00 to 11:30 AM
(3) Arbor Day tree planting & Blessing - Friday, April 29th - 2:00 PM
(4) Memorial Day Flag replacement service Friday, May 27th –1:00 PM
(5) The Annual Baber Day Picnic-Sat., September 10th – Beginning 3:00 PM
Music, food, bake sale, basket raffle, nature and historic walking tour,
and an Evensong service (Rain date –Sun., September 11th)
(6) St. Francis Pet Blessing –Noon, Sunday, October 2, 2022
(7) All Saints Evensong and necrology @ chapel - Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022,

Pet Blessing on St. Francis Day

All Saints Necrology Reading

On St. Francis Day, Sun., October 4, 2020, The Rev. Dr. Kurt
Kovalovich and Deacon Bruce
Rowe blessed pets at the Chapel
of the Resurrection.

On All Saints Day, November .
2021, The Rev. Dr, Kurt Kovalovich read the necrology and performed the Even Song service at
the Chapel.
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