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THE SOUND OF SILENCE 

 
     Today’s busy world is amass with unprecedented and exorbitantly high levels of sounds and noise that assault the 

ears and brain.  Noise is everywhere from people talking, yelling, and singing, to cell phones ringing and chirping, to 

car horns honking, to motors running on machinery, lawn mowers, chain saws, cars and boats, to the throbbing 

booms of overhead airplanes and helicopters, to the resonance of music, TV, and movies blaring, and to the depth of 

the ocean with sonar pinging and pulsing. Is all of this noise good for us? Absolutely not. The constant invasion of 

noise can cause hearing loss, disrupt sleep cycles, cause stress, weaken the body’s immune system, raise blood pres-

sure, affect the brain’s chemistry and ability to grow new cells, and causes hormonal imbalance.  It is not good for 

the animals either, and often disrupts their habitat and ecosystem balance, their reproduction, and their hunting skills. 

And believe it or not, studies show that it is not good for nature or the earth. National parks suffer as well with their 

stone formations bombarded with high frequency noise from car and bus engines running and from overhead jets and 

helicopters. Ice formations and volcanoes suffer from the same noise vibrations and reverberations as the rock forma-

tions.   

 

People are so acclimated to the noise levels of the environment, that they have difficulty when they are in a quiet 

place. Sometimes, they literally don’t know what to do or how to act or respond when silence falls upon them. They 

become fidgety, can’t sleep, talk frequently, and do anything to create a sound or noise. We have become so adjusted 

to a noisy surrounding, that the sound of silence is terrifying and stressful. So what can one do about this?   

 

First of all, to recognize and become aware of the level and amount of noise in our lives, we must find a quiet place 

that is relatively free of sound and of people talking and phones ringing, and machinery and engines running. Silence 

your phone, and if at all possible, take a 15 or 20 minute walk. If you can’t walk or get away, then find a quiet room 

to be able to sit in silence. If you live in Pottsville, then a quiet walk in the Baber Cemetery is just the thing. Walk on 

the grassy and dirt paths among the serenity of the trees.  Breath deeply.  Listen to the silence. Let the quietness em-

brace you.  Sit down and do nothing.  Quiet your mind. Here is how your body reacts to this quietness, this silence.  

Your blood pressure lowers and your heart rate slows down; and thus, you reduce you risk of having a heart attack.  

Quietness decreases stress by reducing the cortisol and adrenaline levels. It gives your ears and brain a break.  It pro-

motes good hormone regulation and interaction with the related body systems. It promotes beneficial brain chemistry 

which in turn allows the growth of new cells. (Studies show that 2 hours of silence can create new cells in the hippo-

campus brain region.)  It boosts the body’s immune system.  It decreases insomnia and improves sleep quality.  It 

calms the mind, restores balance, increases creativity.  It allows the brain to seek solutions or new approaches or to 

be more innovative.  And best of all, it allows you to be more self aware, reflective, and sensitive to the flow of life.   

 

Surprisingly, when a person comes from a quiet place, they are often startled by the common noises that they had 

been so accustomed to.  They immediately recognize how truly loud, intrusive, and even abrasive these sounds and 

noises were.  And since we can not avoid the majority of these noises, we can adapt a new life style of compromise 

by offsetting your noisy, blaring, stressful environment with nice quiet, reflective, silent walks. The walks at first 

may be for only 15 or 20 minutes or when you can get away. However, over time, you find that the walks end up be-

ing an hour long, and you don’t know where the time went.   For something really enchanting and refreshing, walk at 

the cemetery during a light snowfall. It is rewarding and miraculous.  It is you and God and nature and silence.  



Architectural Delights 
 

The cemetery has many delightful architectural attractions, like the Egyptian Revival gateway entrance, the Gothic 

chapel, and even the long stone wall that runs the length of the property on 

Market Street. But look around, there are several more beauties to see. Behind 

the chapel, coming down the hill of the main road, called Mt. Laurel Avenue, 

on the right hand side, one first comes upon a stone bench that provides a sce-

nic view looking down onto the lower level of the property and out as far as the 

16th Street entrance.   

 

 Slightly down the hill from this restful bench is 

an 8 foot high stone structure which was called 

a portal, arbor, archway, or a garden gazebo. [It 

could also have been a simplification of a 

peristyle, which is a range of columns support-

ing an entablature (a beam) that stands free to 

define an outdoor alcove or open space.] The 

portal serves as the family headstone or tomb 

monument of 4 individual plots with the dates of 

deaths from as early as 1917 to as late as 1985.  

Its time period dates it to the Greek Revival pe-

riod in the U.S. This graceful architectural 

beauty consists of 4 fluted Doric style columns 

supporting a cap\ roof \ beam. The structure sits on a three tiered base (the Trinity) with 

the Cochran family name engraved on the front of the top tier. Portals of this type, 

whether as a stand alone family headstone or individual memorial markers, signified the 

passage of the spirit to eternal life. This statement is further clarified because the column sits on a three (the Trinity) 

tiered base.    

 

  A short distance down the hill, also on the right, from the Cochran column is 

another unusual and unique architectural beauty.  This structure belongs to the 

Warne-Hildreth family.  It is an exedra.  An exedra is a permanent open air 

masonry bench with high back, usually semicircular in plan, patterned after 

the porches or alcoves of classical antiquity where philosophical discussions 

were held. In cemeteries, it is used as an element of landscape design and as a 

type of tomb monument. In front of the bench, where the speaker would stand 

in ancient times, sits a stone urn.  Aside of the exedra, a red maple tree pro-

vides shade over the sitting area. There are currently 6 family members buried 

in front of the exedra, and 2 in a second row behind the 1st row. The dates of 

death are as early as 1919 and as late as 1994.   

      

Two other unique markers 

sit to the right and the left of 

the main entrance.  They are 

unique because they are the only two markers in the cemetery that 

hold orbs or spheres. The markers are pyramidal in shape and both are 

topped with a pedestal holding a large orb\ sphere\ globe. Both mark-

ers are family headstones or tomb monuments. One has a laurel 

around the sphere, the other one does not.  The laurel is a symbol of 

worldly accomplishment and heroism. The sphere or orb represents a 

celestial body and the reward of resurrection. The sphere and laurel 

marker is for Judge George J. Wadlinger who died in 1900. The earli-

est death was 1882. The other sphere marker is for the  

Sirrocco family. Their dates of death were 1882 to 1924. 



 Arbor Day Tree Planting—Fri. April 24 
 

Arbor Day, which is celebrated the last Friday in April in PA, reminds us to prune, feed, maintain, protect, and preserve 

our trees. Arbor Day is celebrated each year at the Baber Cemetery with the purchase, planting, sponsorship, and bless-

ing of 10 trees. It is indeed a fun day, with students from the two local high schools reading poems or essays about trees, 

with representation from the Pottsville City Council, the Shade Tree Commission, and from DCNR.  

 

Last year’s service opened in the Chapel of the Resurrection with 

the Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich, Deacon, officiating. Seven of the 

trees were sponsored with the 8th rededicated and the 9th dedi-

cated in gratitude for Dona and Fred Brown’s annual support and 

tree sponsorship for the last ten years. The plantings and blessings 

were as follows: Four pin oaks - (1) In Celebration of the 50th 

Wedding Anniversary of William and Darlene Bowler, given by 

daughters Janet Curtis and Dawn Burns and their Families; (2) In 

Loving Memory of Scott James Russell, given by Joanne Barton 

and Gladys Fogarty; (3)  In Lov-

ing Memory of the Yannaccone Family, given by Elizabeth R. Salmeri; (4) Rededica-

tion In Loving Memory of  Daniel W. Guers, given by Jeanne M. Guers and Family. 

Two little leaf linden: (1)  In Loving Memory of Vladimor ("Wally")Maliniak, given 

by Carol S. Field; (2) In Loving Memory of Alvin and Mae Moser, given by Peggy 

Moser. Four eastern red cedar with one not sponsored: (1) In Loving Memory of the 

Reverend D. Craig Landis given by Fred and Dona Brown; (2) In Loving Memory of 

William J. Woll, given by Barbara Woll; (3) In gratitude for 

the many years of support and tree sponsorship by Fred and 

Dona Brown, Texas.  

 

Each tree is offered for sponsorship at $400 per tree.  While the tree may cost $120 per tree 

to purchase, the remainder of the money is used to cut and remove dead or diseased trees, 

with the removal of 1 dead tree costing from $3,500 to $5,0000 depending on location, 

height, and width. Ten trees are selected and planted in early April. Plaques are made up for 

the sponsorships.  On Arbor day the trees are blessed, pictures are taken of the blessing, 

brass plates are made up and affixed to the wall in the east gatehouse, and a packet of the 

pictures, a thank you, and the plaque is sent to each sponsor.  

  

Our 10 tree sponsorships this year are: red bud, ‘red sunset’ red maples, 1 tuliptree, and 2 

kwanza cherry. You can specifically request one of these trees, but it is based on a first pay 

first assign basis.  Anyone can sponsor a memorial tree or give a tree of thanksgiving by completing and returning the 

form below to the office (200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901) along with your $400 check.  We are flexible with 

our tree sponsorship and will accept $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50. Call the office (570-622-8720) to dis-

cuss a payment plan.  Please sponsor a tree if you can. If you cannot, come join us at 2:00 PM on Arbor Day, Friday, 

April 24th  and enjoy the day. It is a beautiful ceremony and is open and free to the public.  

================================================================================ 

2020 Arbor Day Replacement Trees   -  $400 Sponsorship 

 
Name:______________________________________________  Phone: _______________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in memory of :________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in thanksgiving for :____________________________________________________________________ 

Payment Plan:         ______  $400 Payment in full      or   _______ $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50        



Burial Plots and Columbarium Niches  

Available For Sale 

 
The Charles Baber Cemetery has several hundred burial plots available 

for sale throughout its twenty five acres. Walk the property, pick a spot, 

and either ask the cemetery workers about the plot or call the office at 

570-622-8720. Most of the plots are in the numbered sections which are 

in the lower level. The plots are surrounded by dawn redwood trees, 

sweet gum, hybrid elm, and sugar maples. With a plot bur-

ial, there are no restrictions on the size, shape, or design of 

the memorial marker as long as it stays within the confines 

of the plot size. Because of this, the customized memorial 

marker can be designed and engraved with our loved one’s 

picture, favorite hobby, sport, or scenery. This makes the 

grave site more personal and comforting. And it can be 

easily found in the snows of winter or among the fallen 

leaves. For pricing, call the office. Payment plans can be 

arranged.  

 

 

The cemetery also has cremation niches in an in-ground bronze colum-

barium built on both sides of the entrance to the stately Gothic chapel. 

The Gothic chapel, called the Chapel of the Resurrection, is available 

for burial services. Two new sections for the columbarium have been 

purchased at a cost of $16,000, and will be installed sometime in 2020. 

The columbarium niche can be purchased as a single or a double. For 

pricing or more information, call the office at (570-622- 8720)  

or visit our office at 200 S. 2nd Street, Pottsville, PA. 17901.   

Baber Day   

 

Saturday,  September 12, 2020 
 

Walking Tours  3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Bake Sale - All Afternoon 

Basket Raffle  - All Afternoon 

Band Concert   4:00 – 6:00 PM 

Picnic 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Evensong Service 6:00 PM 

 

Rain date: Sun., Sept, 13th  

Maintenance Donations Letters 

Our cemetery employees work hard year around in keep-

ing the grass mowed, the fallen leaves raked and vac-

uumed, the walks shoveled from the snow, the structures 

repaired, and the equipment serviced. They do an excel-

lent job. Labor costs are the largest portion of the ceme-

tery’s $110,000 budget with equipment maintenance, 

utilities, insurance, and supplies, like gas, being the sec-

ond highest expense. In February, the Preservation Trust 

Board sent out a donation request letter asking all friends, 

plot\niche holders, parishioners of Trinity Episcopal 

Church, and anyone using the property for walking, jog-

ging, bicycling, etc. to please make a charitable contribu-

tion to help offset the labor cost for ground maintenance 

and equipment upkeep. If you walk the property at any 

time, have a plot\niche, know someone who is buried 

here, attend summer church services, or just appreciate 

an up-close touch with nature, please help us out with a 

charitable contribution.  

Also coming soon in 2020, a Memorial “Sprinkle” Garden for the scattering of cremation ashes will be 

planted somewhere between the pond and the Comloquoy mausoleum in the lower level. This will be an Eagle Scout 

project by Tim Bortner and should begin in 2020.  



Tranquil Walking Paths  
 

Come and walk with nature through a lightly wooded area among the Norway maple, red oaks, cherry, eastern white 

pine,  red maple, white oaks, and many more trees still not categorized. These dirt 

paths can be found along the terraces leading to the 

lower level down the hill from the chapel.  They pro-

vide serenity and solitude no matter what time of year, 

one walks the paths. They are especially cool in the 

heat of the summer. 

Leaving A Legacy 
Many of us want to be remembered after we are long gone.  We are hopeful that fond memories of us will live on in the 

hearts and minds of our families and friends. Sadly though, these memories also die as the next generations of children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren die. And soon there is nothing that remains of us except perhaps a memorial 

marker. Somehow there should be more of a legacy to leave beside intangible fading memories.  And there is: through 

the gift of giving to an endowment account.  An endowment record holds your name for perpetuity; and the amount you 

gave cannot be touched, only the interest income from that gift is paid out.   The Charles Baber Cemetery, which is now 

a Preservation Trust, was set up for contributors to donate to an endowment account managed by the Schuylkill Area 

Foundation for the sole purpose of  providing an income to this garden park cemetery for many, many future genera-

tions to use and enjoy as a park and as a burial place for your deceased loved ones.  It is 25 acres of “green” park land 

situated in the heart of the city of Pottsville.  The duo use as a park and as a burial ground are deeply intertwined and  

beneficial to each other.  

 
The original endowment created in 2006 through a bequest from Kathryn Speacht of $161,000, has grown from dona-

tions from friends of the cemetery, from bequests, from the proceeds of Andrew Matta’s Book of Remembrance,  and 

from the Baber Day basket raffles proceeds. Several small trusts listing the cemetery as one of the beneficiaries, for-

merly managed by Wells Fargo Bank, were rolled over in 2013 and 2014, into a second endowment account. And a 

third endowment account of $100,000 was created about 4 years ago from a plot owner who sadly passed away several 

years ago. The combined endowments generate $26,000 per year in income which is very helpful in meeting the ceme-

tery’s $110,000 budget. You too can leave a legacy of remembrance by donating or bequeathing money to sustain this 

garden cemetery.  It is one way for your memory to live on, and one special way of perpetuating something beautiful 

and natural for future generations.   

 

Charitable contribution can be mailed directly to the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation for the Charles Baber 

Cemetery, 216 S. Centre St., Pottsville, PA  17901 (570-624-7223). Or you can mail the form below along with your 

check to the office at 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA  17901. It will be forwarded to the Sch. Area  Comm. Found.   

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Contribution for the Endowment Account 

Name:_____________________________________   Amount:______________        Phone:__________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 



PROTECTING and  

PRESERVING THE POND 

 
For the past several years, the pond simply 

didn’t know what it wanted to be.  While it 

had been cleaned out and a wildflower mat 

had been laid around it, because of its shal-

low basin, it did not want to remain clear 

and free of rushes, cattails, and thistle type plants. After discussions with DCNR, it was decided to let nature take its 

course as an all natural habitat. To our amazement, the pond has become a wonderful menagerie of water happy plants 

and a perfect habitat for birds, butterflies, bees, dragonflies, a pair of ducks, and frogs.  

 

When you have time, take a leisurely stroll around the pond and this is what you will find: Yellow-orange jewelweed; 

teasel with a large, egg shaped light purple flower head and spiny bracts within the flower; thistle with its purple 

flower on top and its bracts underneath and with its thistle seed becoming feathery-like; 4-10 foot high purple and pink 

flowered loosestrife with their square wood stems; three petaled bluish purple flowered spiderworts; bee balm with 

its daisy-like tubular petals of red, pink, purple, or white flowers; sneezeweed with its little pretty daisy-like pale yel-

low flowers; fleabane with its teeny tiny white flowers and its yellow seed center; purple flowered plant vetch and 

clover vetch; a bluish flower with small red berries called night shade bittersweet; a honey locust shrub that is trying 

to become a tree with thorny branches and lacey leaves; milkweed with pink flowers, seed pods and thick leaves; cat-

tail with its hot dog on a stick looking flower; various tall slender grass rush and reeds; wildflowers, purplish blue 

morning glory, and goldenrod that gives some of us an allergy fit. These are most of the flowers\plants found in the 

pond area and as identified by Jane Kruse, Master Gardener.  Thank you Jane for all your help. 

 

Here at Baber cemetery, all of the plants, weeds and vegetation listed above are a major attractions for the birds, bees, 

dragonflies, and butterflies. On any given day during the spring, summer, and fall, a visitor can see ruby throated hum-

mingbirds, goldfinches, red winged blackbirds, hawks, robins, starlings, sparrows, bluejays, and blackbirds around the 

pond.  There probably are many more birds, all one needs is the time to sit and watch for them. 

 

In the early spring a pair of ducks arrive and stay hidden in the pond among the reeds and rush for about three weeks. 

We have bees and dragonflies and frogs also at the pond.  And we have glorious butterflies.  We have the brown and 

orange Monarch, the dark brown with orange and white spots and a white spotted body Spicebush Swallowtail, the 

yellow and black Eastern Tiger Swallowtail with a piece of its wing missing, the black and blue Pipevine (blue) 

Swallowtail, the brown with orange and white dots Silver Spotted Skipper (a pair is shown), lots of  the tiny white 

Cabbage White, and of the tiny yellow ones called Orange Sulphur. 



Busy Workers Badly in Need of a Gator 

 
     Our two full time workers, Tom and Greg, and our part time supervisor, 

Randy, are busy year around.  Winter is spent snow blowing and shoveling 

the long Market street walk.  Spring is spent with branch and litter clean up 

and drain and gutter clean outs. Summer is spent weed whacking and mow-

ing.  Fall is spent leaf blowing and vacuuming.  In between all of this, the 

equipment has to be serviced; sunken or toppled memorial markers have to 

be reset; fallen trees or big limbs must be cut and removed; the chapel and 

gatehouse have to be repaired and cleaned; the areas around the chapel 

need mulching; the trash cans have to be picked up and emptied into the big dumpster; and mortar and stone resetting 

or replacement has to be done on the stone walls.  So much to do year around.   

     With all this work to do, the dying John Deere Gator is invaluable. It is over 15+ years 

old with over 4100 hours on it. It is used heavily on all 

the work listed above including pulling the tag along.  A 

new Gator costs $13,000-$18,000. A used one can be 

purchased for $5,000-$7,000. We have patched, welded, 

and soldered all the parts, plates, and floor on the Gator 

including using duct tape.   

     Please support our workers by making a donation 

towards the purchase of a Gator. Any donation would 

be appreciated.   Please memo your check “ for Gator” 

and send to Baber Preservation Trust, 200 S. 2nd St., Pottsville, PA 17901. 

Cemetery Receives Forestry Tree Vitalize Grant for Tree Pruning  

 
Thanks to the joint efforts of Frank Snyder and Joe Orlowsky and letters from Senator Dave 

Argo and Representative Mike Tobash, the cemetery was successful in receiving a matching 

tree pruning grant from the forestry service.  The DCNR grant division will pay $6,800 directly 

to the tree surgeons, Dincher & Dincher, and the cemetery will match $6,800 with $3,400 of it 

being in cash towards the tree pruning and the other $3,400 being provided in labor to clean up 

the tree limbs and debris. One board member has pledged $1,000 toward the required cash. The 

total cost for three days of tree 

pruning was approved for $13,600. 

The work was done on Jan. 21-23 

with the pruning of 13 London 

planetrees, 3 white oaks, 3 elm, a 

copper beech, and Norway maple.  

     One gets a real feel for the 

height of the 100’ oaks when seeing 

the green dot of the worker at the 

base of the tree and when looking at 

the extended length of the bucket 

lift reaching to 2\3s the tree height. 
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Mark Your Calendars — Everyone Invited! 

(1) Arbor Day tree planting  - Friday, April 24th  - 2:00 PM 

(2) Flag replacement service by the elementary school children and the  

         Veterans’ Assoc.  Thursday before Memorial Day –1:00 PM  

(3) The Annual Baber Day Picnic-Sat., September 12th – Beginning 3:00 PM 

        Music, food, bake sale, basket raffle, nature and historic walking tour,  

        and an Evensong service (Rain date –Sun., September 13th) 

(4) Visit our website:  www.babercemetery.org  

(5)  New e-mail: cbabercem@aol.com 
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Pottsville Rotary Donates Bench  
 

Thank you to the Pottsville Rotary Club 

for your bench donation which was 

placed outside the Chapel of the  

Resurrection. 

Chapel Available for Rent  

 

The Gothic 

Chapel of 

the Resurrec-

tion with its 

organ, pew 

seating, and  

pulpit, is 

available for rental use for wed-

dings, funeral services, and other 

occasions.  


