
NORWAY SPRUCE 
 

 Picea abies 
 

This large evergreen coniferous tree is native to Europe and grows to over 100’ tall.  It is readily 

identified by its dark green drooping foliage. If grown in the open, the lower branches remain 

living and persist, thus forming cover habitat for wildlife.  The leaves are needlelike, slender, 

and rigid, to 1\4” long, four-sided, with a sharp point at the tip, dark green, spreading beneath 

smooth brown shoots.  The bark is red-brown to gray, peeling in thin strips.  The male flowers 

are red upon opening, then turning yellowish. The female flowers are red, borne in separate, 

upright clusters on the same plant in spring.  The female flowers develop into cones.  The 

male flower cluster fall after releasing pollen. The fruit is a cylindrical, brown hanging cone 

up to 6”.  The flowers and fruit pictures are from 4 separate Norway Spruce; and they show 

both the male and the female cones. The female cones change color as they progress 

through the seasons.  They start out upright, then elongate, then turn to hang downward.  

(The pictures were taken in May.) Norway Spruce is the largest spruce 

in the East and has the longest cones. The cone scales have cut-off or 

toothed tips. It is used in forestry to make lumber and paper.  In urban 

areas, Norway Spruce is used as an ornamental 

tree in parks and gardens. The tree should be 

planted in full or partial shade that is moist, 

acidic, and well drained.  It grows rapidly.  

 

In 2006, one Norway Spruce was planted at the 

top of the hill near the 12th St. side of the ceme-

tery facing Market St. as part of the Arbor Day tree 

program. There are other mature Norway Spruce on 

the east side of  Mt. Laurel Ave. between the chapel 

and 12th St. and between Mt. Laurel and Trinity 

Aves. One Norway Spruce is by 16th Street; three are 

down the hill from the chapel between Mt. Laurel 

Ave. and Trinity Ave. by the spring. And one is on the 

southwestern side of the chapel. The Norway Spruce 

looks like an outdoor Christmas tree with the droop-

ing twigs draped like hanging tinsel, and the pine 

cones being the 

ornaments.  


