
MULBERRY— RED or WHITE (?)  
Morus rubra or alba 

 
Deciduous. Native to  China if it is a White Mulberry.  Medium tree often 40 feet tall for White, 50 

feet for Red.  Long cultivated for fruit and as the host plant of silkworms in China if it is a White 

Mulberry.  Both the Red and the White Mulberry are very similar and both species are variable. The 

leaves on both the White and the Red, vary from unlobed to 2- or 3-lobed. The leaves are smooth 

and glossy above and tend to curl up on a White Mulberry.  On a Red Mulberry, the leaves are usu-

ally rough and sandpapery above. The leaves are large, 5-1\2”, dark green, with coarse teeth. On the 

White Mulberry, the mature fruit is 3\4”, whitish to red to occasionally blackish, ripening in mid 

summer.  The fruit on a Red Mulberry is red-black, 1-1\4”, long stocked, like elongated blackberry, 

sweet and juicy. The twigs on the White Mulberry are reddish to orange. Their buds are stubby or-

ange-brown and pressed close to the twig. On a Red Mulberry, the twig is brownish. The buds are dark greenish-

brown, divergent. The twigs in the crown of a White Mulberry are untidy mixture of dense clumps alongside long 

willowy shoots.  The twigs of a Red Mulberry lack density, and the shape is similar to an apple tree. Their flowers 

are in short dangling catkins, male narrow –2-1\4”. Female catkins oblong, 1”, pale greenish in early spring with 

leaves.  

 

The is only one Mulberry in the cemetery.  It is located in the lower level, 

slightly to the right of  the northeast part of Woodland loop.  Its leaves are 

not lobed, and it was originally thought to be an American Basswood or a 

Littleleaf Linden.  It is a Mulberry, but whether it is red or white is uncer-

tain. However, its lack of winter twigginess, and its shape being similar to 

an apple tree, strongly indicates that the tree could be a Red Mulberry. 

 


