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Finding Happiness
A recent World Happiness Report found Denmark, Costa Rica, and Singapore to be the happiest places on earth.
These three countries define happiness in three different ways based on pleasure, purpose, and pride. While having
common threads, each country defines happiness differently. Human happiness is driven by six factors: strong economic growth, healthy life expectancy, quality social relationships, generosity, trust, and freedom to live the life
that’s right for you. These factors are directly related to the country’s government and its cultural values. The mountainous terrain of Costa Rica fosters small property owners and farms, so it was never dominated by a powerful landholding class. They elect presidents who make education a priority, ensure clean water, instituted social security, and
established free clinics in most villages. Scientist call their type of happiness “experienced or positive affect happiness” . They naturally live moment to moment and value a social life with family and friends. Singapore, which has
a semi-fanatical drive for success, is almost opposite Costa Rica. Its Asian traditional values are harmony, respect,
and hard work. It ensures that everyone who works has a decent wage, health care, and a place to live. It encourages
enterprise and entrepreneurship which produces many millionaires. Scientist call this type of happiness “life satisfaction”. Singapore’s happiness is defined by the 5 Cs: car, condominium, cash, credit card, and club membership. Living your values or life satisfaction happiness takes years of hard work to achieve the financial security, the high degree of status, and the strong sense of belonging. Happiness is traded off against moment-to-moment daily pleasures
like Costa Rica. Denmark is in between the other two countries. Its government supports education, health care, and
offers a financial safety net. It encourages shared housing facilities of Lego-like small houses that share a garden,
laundry room, workshop, storage area, parking facility, and dinning hall, where each family cooks one or two meals
per month for the whole community, and eats free the rest of the month. It supports a deep appreciation of the environment, and encourages physical activity. This makes it the number one country of the world with the lowest obesity rate. It’s scientific version of happiness is called “eudaimonic happiness” which assumes that basic needs are
covered so that people can peruse their passions at work and leisure. True happiness can only come from a life of
meaning –from doing what is worth doing.
The common thread between all three countries becomes a blend of living life in the moment while pursuing one’s
dreams and passions, secure in the knowledge that the government has your back on education, health care, and a job.
In each country being outside, exercising\ or having a health club membership was an important ingredient of happiness. The happiest place to live in the United States according to the World Happiness Report is Boulder, Colorado.
It is a college town, an adventure destination, and a haven for elite athletes. It has 300 miles of bike trails, with residents biking to work. This results in cleaner air, fewer accidents, and fewer overweight people. They promote an aggressive food policy to tax soda to reduce the consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages. The soda tax funds health
care programs for children. Boulder’s definition for happiness is a community of fit, successful, mission driven people with a clear vision of the good life, even if they don’t completely live it yet.
Research shows us that having financial security, education, and health care are the external factors of being happy,
but the internal and vital ingredient in pursuing happiness is to be healthy to enjoy it. To young agile people, being
healthy might be jogging, having a health club membership, being active in a sport, biking, swimming, skiing and
many more things; but to some of us who aren’t quite so young, taking a daily walk and managing what you eat is the
simplest way to having good heath. And there is no better place to do it here in Pottsville, than to take a 10-25 minute walk through the Baber Cemetery. Within its 25 acres, nature through its wide variety of trees and bird life and
even the small critters like squirrels, is at its best. If you live locally, stop by and take a walk in the peaceful, soothing
embrace of nature. Momentarily forget your worries and be happy!

MEMORIAL MARKER ICONS –HOBBIES and PETS
The rapid advancement of technology has touched every aspect of our personal lives. This is true in areas that we
don’t even think about, such as the personalization of memorial markers. Many times, death is quick, sudden, and
totally unexpected leaving our loved ones with shattered lives. And although very sad, it is often comforting to visit
the burial plot of a loved one and see it emblazoned with a picture of the person or with something that was a favorite
hobby, sport, or pet of our loved one. While the stenciling of the mid and late 1900s paid homage to personalizing a
memorial marker to something or someone our loved one liked, the stenciling technology of the 21st century used on
memorial markers sooths our broken hearts with an iconic balm of remembrance, feelings, and comfort of that loved
one. Shown below are a few of the personalized markers at the Charles Baber Cemetery showing the lost loved one’s
picture and their attachments to pets and hobbies.

Arbor Day Tree Planting—Fri. April 27
Trees serve many important purposes in our lives– they provide oxygen, food, shelter, products like furniture and wood,
and prevent soil erosion. The importance of having good, healthy, and sturdy trees was highlighted in early January
when the forest fires in California destroyed the trees that held much of the dirt and soil in place. With heavy rains and
nothing to hold the soil, massive mudslides killed people and destroyed property. Arbor Day, which is always celebrated the last Friday in April in PA, serves to remind us of the importance of trees and to prune, feed, maintain, protect,
and preserve them. Arbor Day is celebrated each year at the Baber Cemetery with the purchase, planting, sponsorship,
and blessing of 10 trees. Each tree is offered for sponsorship at $400 per tree. While the tree may cost $70 -$120 per
tree, the remainder of the money is used to cut and remove dead or diseased trees. Last year, it cost us $5,000 to remove
one large Norway Maple on the upper hillside by Wachter’s Garage. It was expensive because of the tree’s location,
height and width, and because a crane had to be brought in to cut it down safely.
For the past two years, we were fortunate to have The Rev. Canon Clifford Carr,
Allentown, blessing the trees. Eleven trees were sponsored. Three Red Bud: (1) In
Memory of our parents, Alfred W. and Ida D. Heckman given by Nancy Depsky
and Linda Mitnitsky; (2) In Memory of Augusta Y. Ulmer by Augusta Y. Leininger; (3) In Memory of Augusta R. Yuengling by Augusta Y. Leininger. Three
Flowering Dogwoods: (1) In Thanksgiving for the Life of Bill Malarkey by Tish
Malarkey; (2) In Thanksgiving for the Birth of our Granddaughter Oak Schmitz by
Mickey and Betty Bradley; (3) In Thanksgiving for the Birth of our Granddaughter
Heidi Bradley by Mickey and Betty Bradley. Two Pin Oak : (1) In Memory of
Marc Landis by Dona and Fred Brown; (2) In Memory of the Yannaccone family
by Elizabeth Salmeri. Two Bald Cyprus: (1) In Memory of my husband, Paul Kerrigan by Madeline Kerrigan,(2) In
Thanksgiving for Wonderful and Caring Friends by Peggy Moser.
Our tree sponsorships this year are for the beautiful and fully
grown European Hornbeam that are planted along Market Street.
They were planted in 2000 and 2001 when our tree replacement
program first began and just as we were beginning the sponsorship program. Only one of the 20 trees was sponsored. These
are magnificent tear drop shaped trees. They look like a long line
of sentries standing guard along Market St. In the fall, the tops
change color first, and then they look like a line of soldiers with
gold helmets and green breastplates. Anyone can sponsor a memorial tree or give a tree of thanksgiving. We are in need of
sponsors for the trees. You can sponsor a tree by completing and
returning the form below to the office (200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901) along with your $400 check. We are
flexible with our tree sponsorship and will accept $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50. Call the office (570-6228720) to discuss a payment plan. Please sponsor a tree if you can. If you cannot, come join us at 2:00 PM on Arbor
Day, Friday, April 27th and enjoy the day. It is a beautiful ceremony and is open and free to the public.
================================================================================

2018Arbor Day Replacement Trees - $400 Sponsorship
Name:______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of :________________________________________________________________________
Given in thanksgiving for :____________________________________________________________________
Payment Plan:
______ $400 Payment in full
or _______ $100 down and 6 monthly payments of $50

Memorial Day
The Thursday or Friday before Memorial Day, the 4th
grade students from the Clark Elementary School
come to the cemetery to replace last years Veterans’
flags with new ones. Once the flags are replaced, a
brief prayer service is
held by someone from
Trinity Church, followed by the playing of
taps and a gun salute
performed by the Joint
Veterans’ Association.

CHAPEL’S WALLS AND CEILING CRUMBLING
All homeowners know that home maintenance is an ongoing project.
Some repairs are easy and inexpensive to fix, while others require a
home equity loan or a rainy day savings fund to draw against. And
we all know that the older the structure, the more costly the repairs.
And so it is with the Chapel of the Resurrection at the Baber Cemetery. Charles Baber built the chapel in the 1860s. It is a Gothic
chapel made of stone. The stone has to be repointed every 20–40
years or so, and even with the exterior repointing, lack of ventilation
on the inside causes the stone to collect moisture. The high cathedral
ceiling and the side walls are made of plaster in the old fashion format of plastering over wooden slats. The moisture seeps into the plaster and crumbles it on both the ceiling and the side walls. Plastering
the high cathedral ceiling requires both scaffolding and a company
with the skills to plaster an entire ceiling.
The first and most essential repair is to repoint the stone to prevent the water from
seeping into the plaster. The board has obtained bids on the repointing, and the average cost is $45,000. We are unable to find a local company to plaster the ceiling
and will have to look outside the county. A best guess high\low estimate could be
between $60,000 to $80,000. An engineering company has given us some ideas on
ventilation, but this too will require commercial circulation fans and the installation
of air conditioning. A rough estimate of cost is about $20,000.
The cemetery operates on a $100,000 annual budget with approximately $25,000-$45,000 withdrawn
each year from its investment account. There are no excess funds in the investment account to cover repair work of
this magnitude. We are asking all caring friends of the cemetery to please donate to the repairs of this historic Gothic
Chapel. A charitable donation in any amount would be greatly appreciated.

Chapel Repairs
Name: ______________________________________________ Phone No. _______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount of Donation _______________
Make check payable to Charles Baber Preservation Trust. Mail to 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA 17901.
Memo note your check for “chapel”.

BURIAL PLOTS AND COLUMBARIUM NICHES
New Columbarium Niches and a Pet Burial Section to be Added in 2018
People’s tastes and needs are continuously changing and have become evident even in burials. More and more are
choosing cremation over the in-ground burial of the body, with the cremation ashes being placed in columbariums in a
cemetery. Even in-ground burial preferences are expanding with some wanting an “all natural” burial where the body
is not embalmed and is placed in a wooden biodegradable casket. And pet lovers are asking for columbarium cremation niches for their pets.
To meet some of these growing and changing needs, the Charles Baber Cemetery is doing two thing in 2018: (1) It is adding more sections to it current columbarium situated on both sides of the front of
the chapel. This will cost $17,638. Most of the existing columbarium
niches are sold, and new sections must be added. This will be done by
summer. (2) We have many dog walkers, and people love their pets.
The demand and need is there for cemetery burials of cremated pet
ashes. To meet this
need, a section of
flat ground has been selected to the west of the pond by the meditation area. It is in the planning stage, although the research for pet
burial regulations has already been done. The next step is to lay out
the design and get estimates for building of the foundation and costs
for the framing and cover. A burial policy will have to be written.
Plaques will be placed over the cremation niche like the columbarium in front of the chapel. The pricing for this type of burial has not
been determined yet. The pet burial area may not occur until late
2018 or sometime in 2019.

Burial Plots & Columbarium Niches Available For Sale
The Charles Baber Cemetery has several hundred burial plots available for sale throughout its twenty five acres. Walk
the property, pick a spot, and either ask the cemetery workers about the plot or call the office at 570-622-8720. Our
plots are $1,200 (numbered section) or $1,500 in the historic
(lettered) section. Payment plans can be arranged. With a plot
burial, there are no restrictions on the size, shape, or design of
the memorial marker as long as it stays within the confines of
the plot size. Because of this, the customized memorial
marker can be designed and engraved with our loved one’s
favorite hobby, sport, or scene, and can include their picture.
This makes the grave site more personal and comforting. And
it can be easily found in the snows of winter or among the
fallen leaves.
The cemetery also has cremation niches in an in-ground bronze columbarium built on both sides of the entrance to the stately Gothic chapel. The
Gothic chapel, called the Chapel of the Resurrection, is available for burial
services. The cost of a columbarium niche is $925 for a single and $1,650
for a double. For more information about plots or columbarium niches call
(570-622-8720) or visit our office at the back of Trinity Episcopal Church,
200 S. 2nd Street, Pottsville, PA 17901.

Single Specie Trees
There are five trees at the Baber Cemetery that we only have one of its kind. Three are evergreen, Douglas Fir, White
Spruce, and an Eastern Hemlock, and two are deciduous, Tuliptree and White Ash. The evergreens were covered in last
year’s issue. This issue covers the tall statuesque tuliptree, to the right and halfway down the main entrance road, and
solitary white ash, on the lower hillside of Trinity Avenue and southwest of the Atkin’s mausoleum. The ashe’s health
is of great concern because of the emerald ash borer bug. Only a few white ash trees remain in the city of Pottsville,
and none of them are in good heath, except for the cemetery’s white ash. There are annual treatments that can be made
to the tree over several years, but they are costly at thousands of dollars each, and there is no guarantee that it will protect the tree.

Tuliptree
Tuliptree has several common names, such as tulip
poplar and white poplar. Foresters and lumbermen
call it yellow poplar, even though it is not in the
poplar genus at all. Tuliptree is the king of the
Magnolia family, the tallest hardwood tree in North
America. Tulip poplar develops into a magnificent
large tall straight tree with heights up to 140 feet. The
6” leaves are tulip shaped and are generally four lobed
and blunt or squared off across the top. The leaves turn
bright yellow in autumn. The buds are uniquely shaped
like a “duck’s bill”. The bud shape aids in identification during the winter months. The flowers are
large showy greenish-yellow tulip-like flowers which bloom in May or June. They are 2-1\2” long,
with nine tepals, three green, reflexed, and six pale green banded orange near the base. The winged
seeds develop on a cone-like structure, and as they ripen, they are dispersed by the wind. One individual seed looks like a miniature ski of a snowmobile. Tuliptrees grow rapidly and are an import
timber and shade tree. The bark is gray brown and furrowed with age. At maturity, it has distinct
chiseled ridges with paler furrows. The wood is valuable for veneer and many other uses. In colonial
times, pioneers hollowed out a single log from a massive Tuliptree to make canoes. The American
Indians made tea from the bark to treat upset stomach, rheumatism and fever. The beautiful blossom
of the Tuliptree appears around Memorial Day, and it is in front of this tree that the Joint Veterans’
Assoc. does the 21 gun salute when the school children replace the veterans’ flags on the grave plots.

White Ash
White Ash is the most common of the four ashes found in Pennsylvania. It is a large tree
often 80 feet high or more, with a long straight trunk. Ash grows best in rich moist soils.
The wood is a valuable hardwood for furniture, handles on agricultural tools, and especially famous as the choice wood for baseball balls. White ash has an opposite bud and
twig arrangement with blunt brown buds on the terminal twigs. The leaves are compounded with 5-9 leaflets. The samara (winged seeds) which are found on female trees are
usually 1-2” long and 1\4” wide and shaped like a canoe paddle. The leaves turn from yellow to dark maroon in the autumn. The White Ash is one of the first trees to change color
and drop its leaves. The mature bark is gray with diamond furrows. According to European custom, the Ash tree had the power to keep away snakes and serpents. This belief
lead mothers to hang their cradles from an Ash tree to protect their babies
from harm while they worked in the field . The American Indians used
ash as a strong laxative and as tonic after childbirth. A tea made from the inner bark was used
to treat stomach disorders and to promote sweating to break a fever. The seeds were considered
an aphrodisiac.

LEAVING A LEGACY
Bequests, donations, fund raising, and transfers of trusts have allowed the Charles Baber Preservation Trust’s
endowment accounts, managed by the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation, to grow. Based on the original
endowment created in 2006 through a bequest from Kathryn Speacht of $161,000, donations from friends of the
cemetery, the proceeds of Andrew Matta’s Book of Remembrance book sale, the Baber Day basket raffles, Wells
Fargo Bank, who in 2013 and 2014, transferred trusts of $144,877.65 and $20,042.01 from Comloquoy Trust
and $54,201.06 from several smaller trusts which they no longer wished to manage, the Charles Baber Preservation Trust now has an endowment balance of $423,707.26. In January 2016, $25,000 was added to the endowment from a church parishioner who had passed away. We also have a separate endowment account of $100,000
from a plot owner. Having endowment accounts means that the cemetery can only receive the income from the
endowment based on dividends and interest paid, and on its market appreciation. It can not invade or withdraw
any principal from the endowment. The good news is that the combined endowment accounts should generate
annual income of $20,000. These gifts to the endowment account are truly blessings. The income from the endowment help the cemetery to reduce its dependency on withdrawing money from its investment account in
amounts that could potentially be disastrous if the withdrawals exceed the income generated in the investment
account. So this diversity of funds from the endowment account, the investment account, and contributions of
$10,000 -$12,000 from our cemetery donation letters are all vital to the well being of the cemetery’s $110,000
annual budget. Thank you to everyone who helps our endowment account grow.
If you wish to help support this beautiful garden cemetery for future generations to enjoy, your charitable contributions can be mailed directly to the Sch. Area Community Foundation for the Charles Baber Cemetery, 216 S.
Centre St., Pottsville, PA 17901 (570-624-7223) or to the cemetery office at 200 S. Second St., Pottsville, PA
17901 and earmarked for the “endowment account” or for the “investment account”. Contributions can also be
made in many other ways –through a restricted annuity\IRA, stocks, bonds, or even through a life insurance policy. Or like Kathryn Speacht, you can also remember the Charles Baber Cemetery in your will with a bequest of
your funds to the cemetery’s endowment or investment accounts. Both the Sch. Area Community Foundation
and the Charles Baber Preservation are non-profit organizations which makes your donation a charitable contribution.

Baber Day
Sunday, September 9, 2018
Walking Tours 3:00 – 4 :00 PM
Bake Sale - All Afternoon
Basket Raffle - All Afternoon
Band Concert 4:00 – 6 :00 PM
Picnic 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Evensong Service 6:00 PM

Maintenance Donations Letters
Our cemetery employees work hard year around in keeping
the grass mowed, the fallen leaves raked and vacuumed, the
walks shoveled from the snow, the structures repaired, and
the equipment serviced. They do an excellent job. Labor
costs are the largest portion of the cemetery’s $110,000
budget with equipment maintenance, supplies, like gas, and
property repairs being the second highest expense. To help
offset the labor cost for ground maintenance and equipment
upkeep, an annual donation of $25 per plot has been requested in a letter sent in February to all plot owners. And a
request for any donation has been sent to friends of the
cemetery. We are grateful to all who send in the maintenance donation, and thankful to those who send in a little
extra.
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Mark Your Calendars — Everyone Invited!
(1) Arbor Day tree planting - Friday, April 27th - 2:00 PM
(2) Flag replacement service by the elementary school children and the
Veterans’ Assoc. Thursday or Friday before Memorial Day –1:00 PM
(3) The Annual Baber Day Picnic—September 9th – Beginning 3:00 PM
Music, food, bake sale, basket raffle, nature and historic walking tour,
and an Evensong service
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