
CHERRY—KWANZAN and WEEPING 
                                                               Prunus serrulata “Kwanzan” and Prunus pendula 

 

Kwanzan (synonymous with ‘Kanzan’ and ‘Sekiyama’) is a double flowered Japanese flowering cherry that 

is noted for its profuse and showy spring bloom. It is considered to be one of the most ornamental of the 

flowering cherry trees. It typically grows 25-30 feet tall and 25-30 feet wide with a vase shape, ascending 

branching and a spreading-rounded crown. Deep pink double flowers, 2.5 inches in diameter, each with 20-

30 petals, bloom in pendant clusters of 2-5 in April. The flowers bloom just before and as the leaves emerge.  

The leaves are ovate, serrate, dark green, 5 inches long.  New leaves may be tinged with bronze-red.  Fall 

coloring is yellow to orange-bronze. Plants are sterile and do not produce fruit. The bark is thin, reddish-brown and 

glossy. Kwanzan Cherry are easily grown in moist, moderately fertile, well-drained soil in full sun. In 1912, the Japa-

nese donated 12 different varieties of flowering cherry trees to the United States for planting in the Washington, D.C. 

area. From the original donation, the Yoshino Cherry was planted in the Tidal Basin area, and the Kwanzan was 

planted in the East Potomac Park Area. There were two Kwanzan Cherry planted in 2016 as part of the Ar-

bor Day tree program. They were planted close to each other on the east side of the pond.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weeping Cherry is an ornamental tree cultivated in Japan for centuries.  Their slender and flexible branches lead them 

to gracefully weep, sometimes almost kissing the ground.  Once developed, the branches become firm and stiff.  In 

spring, they are clothed in whit or pink, single or double flowers, often before the leaves emerge.  Small but showy, the 

blossoms are held in clusters of 2-5 flowers. The tree can be 20-40 feet tall and 15-30 feet in spread. The leaves are 

dark green, glossy, serrated, with limited fall change. The berries are ebony that appear in late summer. There are many 

hybrids of the Weeping Cherry depending on the color and blossom desired. There is only one Weeping Cherry at the 

Baber Cemetery. It was planted in 2015, as part of the Arbor Day tree program. It is lo-

cated on the east side of Mt. Laurel Avenue, in the northern side of Section  I.  

 


