
BOXELDER  
Acer negundo 

 

Deciduous.  Medium tree often 60 feet tall.  Usually low and spreading with multiple leaning 

trunks.  The only maple that regularly has more than three leaflets.  The leaves compound with 3

-4 leaflets (sometimes 7, usually 3 in California), each leaflet 3-1\2ò, hairless with a few large 

jagged teeth. Leaves relatively pale yellow green, dull.  They turn yellow in the fall.  The fruit is 

1-3\4, V-shaped with narrow seeds.  The dried pale brown fruit often persists all winter on the 

twigs.  The twigs are green bluish, or purplish, often with glaucous bloom.  The buds are oval, 

whitish.  The bark of young trees are slightly ridged.  The bark of mature trees is heavily fur-

rowed.   

 

There are numerous Boxelder on the cemetery property.  All of them are located in the lower  

eastern section of the property.  A few are on the Woodland loop hillside that leads up to the 

Middle School parking lot.  The Boxelder on the hillside are smaller trees with suckers at their 

base or along the dirt trail.  Their twigs are bluish-gray. There are also several stands of clusters 

of three to four trees along the soccer field fence line, and one larger tree at the base of the trail 

that comes down the hill from the terraces.   


